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INTO representatives, primary school
management authorities and DES
officials are currently discussing the
operation of redeployment panels for
the coming year. 

The discussions follow 463
permanen t  t e a c h e r s  b e ing
redeployed via the main panel this year
and 1,677 non-permanent teachers on
subsidiary and supplementary panels. A
small number of non-permanent teachers
remain on some supplementary panels
but approximately 1,500 non-permanent
teachers secured employment this year.

In a review meeting held in
September between the parties, a
number of issues arose about the

operation of the panel. These included
the reluctance by  s o m e schools /
principal s  t o  e n g a g e  i n  t h e
redeployment panel, the appointment of
11 panel managers in areas around the
country to effectively manage the
redeployment, the workload issues in
the DES as a result, and the reluctance of
some teachers to engage in the
redeployment process. 

Issues arising within the discussions
include bringing forward the date of
application by non-permanent teachers
for panel rights to November, a stronger
emphasis on compliance by all parties
with agreed deadlines and clarity about
the role of panel managers. 

The INTO is committed to

maintaining confidence in the panel
system, particularly in relation to panel
access for non-permanent teachers. The
INTO is also committed to try to ensure
the efficient discharge of responsibilities
by all parties with redeployment
process. Following the completion of the
review it is expected that a new circular
will issue from the DES around mid-
term. 

The CEC has decided that following
on from last year’s successful series of
regional seminars for non-permanent
teachers about panel rights a further
series of meetings will be held after the
circular issues. Further updates will also
be posted on the INTO website.
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